Figure 1. Large hematoma (white arrows) with active bleeding from the inferior thyroid artery (black arrow).
threatening event due to airway compression. Pusatile "tumor" prompted us to perform CTA and TAE which have been proven to be effective in previous reports (4) .
Heparinization during dialysis may precipitate bleeding. Fluctuation of intracranial pressure has been found during hemodialysis which is a risk factor for intracranial hemorrhage (5). The present case represents the third case of spontaneous rupture of this artery and it is the first case with uremia (2, 3). The two prior cases might have had elevated intrathoracic pressure (ITP) which may increase the intra-arterial pressure of thyrocervical vessels. Positive pressure ventilation with positive end-expiratory pressure inevitably elevated ITP in the present patient.
Therefore, due to the potential life threat, a rapidly swelling pulsatile neck mass should prompt search of the complication and timely management in high risk patients.
